to retain the quintessential fruit. An enticingly ripe, spicy
nose, with weight, body and spice on the palate and a
warm, spicy finish. Very satisfying. Drink: 2011-2012

Domaine Faillenc Ste-Marie, Cuvée Syrhconference de
Presse, Corbiéres 2007 xx %% % 18.5

£10.50 Terroir Languedoc

Everything that Corbiéres should be. A youthful colour
and a solid, rugged nose with some spice. Rounded
palate, quite sturdy with some tannins and balancing
weight. A delicious mouthful of southern warmth,
conjuring up the Corbieres hills in a glass. Drink: 2011-2015

Domaine La Croix-Belle, Syrah,

Vinde Pays des Cotes de Thongue 2008 * %% ** 18.5
£7-£7.76 Barrica Wines, Bibendum

This wine was the real discovery on my last visit to
Domaine La Croix-Belle. Classic Syrah - a benchmark
example - with a firm, peppery nose and fresh, spicy fruit
on the palate. Delicious wine and the Languedoc at its
best. Drink: 2011-2013

Balthazar, Syrah, Vin de Pays d’0Oc 2009
K kkxk 17

£10 Waitrose

Deep colour and quite a dense spicy nose.
Solid, ripe and round, with rich Midi spice.
Warm and mouthfilling. Drink: 2011-2012

Chateau St-Jacques d’Albas, La Chapelle,

Minervois 2006 xxx% 17

£15.57 Goedhuis

This cuvée is almost pure Syrah, whichis
unusual for the Minervois, with just 5% Grenache added.
Thenose is firm, dense and peppery, while the palate has
a fresh note, with some peppery fruit, good depth, and a
long finish. Nicely balanced, with plenty of ageing
potential Drink: 2011-2015

Domaine de L’Hortus, Bergerie Classique Rouge,
Pic-St-Loup 2008 x %% * 18

£11-£12.50 Caves de Pyréne, Berry Bros & Rudd, Lea &
Sandeman

Domaine de I'Hortus was one of the pioneering estates of
the Pic-St-Loup appellation. This has youthful colour, a
fresh, peppery nose, good, spicy red fruit on the palate
and a firm, peppery finish. It’s drinking well now, but has
some ageing potential. Drink: 2011-2015

Domaine de Treloar, Le Secret,

Cotes du Roussillon 2007 xx %% 17

£13.95 Leon Stolarski Fine Wines

Arelatively new estate in Roussillon, created by Jonathan

Hesford, who learned his winemaking in New Zealand,

and his wife Rachel Treloar. This is almost pure Syrah; it is
dense, solid and ripe, with firm tannins and lots
of potential for the future. Drink: 2011-2018

: Laurent Miquel, Heritage Vineyards Syrah,

2 Vinde Pays d’0c 2008 x* %% 16.5

£8 Tesco

This great-value bottle hails from vineyards
around St-Chinian. Half the wine is aged in oak
and it shows some lovely peppery fruit, with a
nicely rounded palate. Good balance and a long

W inish. Drink: 2011-2013
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Mas des Brousses, Coteaux du Languedoc
Terrasses du Larzac, 2007 x* k% 16.5

£13.95 Stone, Vine & Sun

Ripe, spicy fruit ona medium weight palate
with a streak of freshness - characteristic of the
cooler, higher-altitude vineyards of Terrasses
du Larzac. Drink: 2011-2014

Domaine Romaneaux Destezet, Syrah,
Vinde Pays de ’Ardéche 2009 xx % 16
£17.50 Les Caves de Pyréne

Fresh peppery nose with a hint of ripe raspberry fruit.
Zingy acidity and pepper notes continue on the palate
with a streak of tannin and a touch of sweetness on the
finish. Nicely perfumed fruit.

Drink: 2011-2014

‘For pure Syrah
in the south of
France, look for
Vins de Pays.
You’ll be richly

rewarded’
Rosemary George MW







Ines, wimpieaon wine Leillars, wine >ociety
Justy, coffee bean nose and a mocha and
Jm fruit palate characterise this really
autiful effort from Plantagenet. Medium-
sight, aromatic and very long, this is a wine
th a fabulous future. It offers a very different
vour profile to the Shirazes of South
Victoria. Drink: 2011-2015

ill, Shiraz, Adelaide Hills,
1lia2007 % * %% 17.5

ed, single-vineyard Shiraz is as European in
Itlook as it gets for Australia. It is a wine that
relaxes in equal measure. Faint herb, leather
s permeate the silky blackberry fruit. Cool
ion at its best. Drink: 2011-2012

az, Victoria 2006 X xx % 17.5

,Everywine, Jeroboams, Wine Society

ive, everyday Shiraz seemingly ought to fall
andard set by the extraordinary portfolio at
state, but it doesn’t. The Victorian tones suit
~elland the floral, red fruit and herb notes
al. It has such distinct terroir, and every time
»people go nuts. Drink: 2011-2012

eries Shiraz-Viognier,
11ia2008 * * % * 17

hat this time-honoured recipe for Shiraz-

ye delivered with such style and panache for
able price. The purity of fruit here is world
merising in equal measure. Australian
finest. Drink: 2011
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